INTERPRETATION OF CHRISTMAS Dec, 19, N. 
ood 


I will mow try to recall whak I said last aight 
about Christmas, and how, perhaps, we should eulebrate-~er 
perhaps “celebrate” is not the right word--how we should try 
te remember what the meaning might be, of Christmas for us, 

It is almost 11 o'clock, amd perhaps this is a good 
time to talk about it. It is diffieult to reeall this when I 
am sitting alone, when we are in a group there te a certain 
stimilas which is very helpful... 
| Z think I started out by saying that Christmas 
means really the birth of christ, and that this happens every 
year, and that in itself must have a memming, because every 
year it seems to be necessary to be reminded that Christ was 
born; and we want te remenber that for a certain purpose, 
Dbase it has a neming for ourselves. 

when 1 say Christ was born I meen by that a person 
by the mame of Jesus Christ was bern many years ago, and 
there are two words Jesus" and “Christ”, Although they are 
combined in one man, they have different meanings. By "Jesus" 
we understand the man, the personality; by "Christ" we umder- 
stand his inner life. Beth were born at the same time. Ome, 
Jesus, was the som of Mary and Joseph. Christ a. 


ulately conceived, anf it is difficult to understand this 
because we Go not know who the father may have bean. 

whak is this Christ im us? What is this Christ as 
a youny child? whet have we in cuxveelves that can be conpared 
to Christ? And if these is scousthing ef that nature, what is 
the meaning? In the first place, it must have been a child; 
that is, i has to be yeung--it has to be born--presumebly it 
has been conceived, 

Bat there is a moment in cur life when we discover 
that there is something that we consider differently from cur 
ordinary life. At such a moment, we realize that although we 
do not know the parentage, we find ourselves with this idea, 
and also with the certainty that something in us existe~--and 
that we become responsible for that existences, This, for us 
ie the immaculate conception ef cur immer life, and for a leng 
time we do aot know who the father is, It is oniy by the 
realization thet it is cur child, that it is scuething we have 
to take cave of, that we become responsible fer; that, although 
we do not xnow exactly hov to take care of it, that we have 
the obligation to take care of it as weil as we cam, And it 
4a oniy im this trying to take care, trying to see what is 
necessary fox the growth and further development, (hat we 
gradually realize where, perhaps, the father existed. It is 
ours, each person, and Christ in him at least potentially. 
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Peghaps we Ge net sealize it; pozhape ve do nok know boonuse 
there is no meme for us to become avare of it until certain 
questions staxt te coeur. And it were ae though they appear 
out of a bine sky, and we find ourselves with questions about 
our immor Life anf ear metivebion for living. Then we becuse — 
feelings ond intellect, but alse with seething that is more 
precious, Then with the birth of this iden we become as it 
were, fer the tine being, a mother of that child, Pron that 
moment ou we try te prepare, as it were, the soil for the 
conditions, fer the atmosphere, or the way in which we believe 
such a ehiid should be educated by us, We heave a reepensi-~ 
bility because we are quite eonecious, and we de not knew 
what the requixrenents ave of tht child, Still it is the most 
precious un that we are trying to give attention to, 
ebserve this, try te sae whexe, at certain tines, we, with eur 
thet which 4s preciess. Fer thet, then, we need help, and in 
txying to find this help we discover that the father of the 
@hiid is Bis Badiesmness. 

We new see Ghat it is oniy peasibie with help fron 
the outside to develop Shak what is inside, and for that car 
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it is necessary te bevene open to this~-as it ware, move 
porous se that such rays of a force ef a higher nature om 
conditions. 

Chrisk is bern, and that we have to semenbex Ghat every tine, 
every year, wa have to take upon ourselves the responsibility 
of trying to help in the in of this being, anil that 
conditions which we emily vaguely can pattern, 

We have no other means than ak tiret te try to 
eonetvect for it certain living quarkere--te prepare for it a 
ozib in whatever «iveumtences we happen to live, and to become 
wespensible for the Seeding. And in order to necemplish that, 
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precious inner life, and the help that is endless, and we 
willing te eubmit te vhekever we endevetend as his wy. Te 
tr best to heap this as pure and as bemetifsl a0 we com, 
when I une the vards, "Ris Endlesmess,” I do net meen by that 
it is the nnn. We hove no iden about om sheciute. 
thm cur ow oun, and what we conaider Nis Endleseness is 
puchehly of that endag, I% is somnthing (hat is higher thm 
we axe, and te each we aseribe certain proporties we do act 
have at the present time om enxth. Puk it is omiy by opening 
more understending of that what is outside and thet what has 
to penetrate us in onder te make contest with our immer ii fe, 
wad fox that 1% becemee-that is, this higher senething-- 
becomes for us cur Ged, And with the entablishment ef the 
contact with the Christ child inside of us, which is eur inner 
Aife, we om then miiy seg thet Ged is within uS, Sut it is 
force and the inside wish œe grow, : 

1 vosk that is necessary for that is the work of 
proparing má constantly being reninded of the task which is 
in front of us, which task is te samin epon and at any time 
te be willing te eliminate ebetecios, prejudices, habite, 
saenexions, vanity, end all the variens se allot vices ané 
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ee of our exfinasy personality, only by using thes 

up, and then we can depend on ite om life, thet is, the life 
wish of the chila itself to grov, te find his wey, and te tell 
ue in skronger and stronger teams end language end voice whak 
A necessasy for us, as paerseuniity, te give up, and really to 
yield to what is of move wales. 

x hope thet we will wemenbes this daring these Gays 
of Christmas, this year, se thet perhaps we com face the new 
year vith a Atmen kind of attitude, and a hepe that we may 
net forgat as often as we have deme this lest your thet we 
have an ebligation te fulfill, and that ve are willing te r 
eo uisi. 


